
The proud comparison seemed primarily 
related to the cutting-edge educational faci- 
lities and advanced “eye-tech” equipment 
at the new hub of ESASO activities with its 
400 square meters wide classrooms and 
laboratories. To give an example: One la-
boratory is provided with 16 cutting-edge 
wetlab workstations. Each of these is fully 
equipped with microscopes, surgery simu-
lators and additional instruments, as well 
as multi-media-technology with interactive 
large screens. Further facilities include a 
dry lab with similarly advanced equipment 
and a state-of-the-art lecture hall for 60 
participants, just to name a few. 

The new ETC allows ESASO to multiply, 
differentiate and optimize its educational 
programme. For instance, the number of 

ESASO modules in Lugano will increase 
from four per year to ten or more.  

The establishment of the ETC was organiza-
tionally and financially supported by quite 
a number of scientific and political institu-
tions. For instance, the Office for Economic 
Development of Canton Ticino backed the 
project with half a million Swiss Francs.

Anticipated synergies with the university 
as well as with the local medical device  
industry will not only advance medical sci-
ence and education but also contribute to 
the economic development and image of 
the region.

“In this case 1 + 1 = 3” said Luca Jelmoni,   
director Ospedale Regionale di Lugano.
 

The new ESASO training centre (ETC) was solemnly inaugurated on 28 October 
2016. The facilities are located at the third floor on top of the Ospedale Re-
gionale di Lugano (Italiano). Fabrizio Barazzoni head of academic training,  
research and innovation of Ente Ospedaliero Cantonale (EOC) called the ETC 
“the Formula 1 race car of ophthalmology” during the ceremony.

Formula 1 Race Car of Ophthalmology
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Dear Colleague

Let me start this trimestral ESASO 
newsletter with my warmest seasonal 
greetings to you all. 

We are still filled with the fresh memo- 
ries of one of the most important 
events in ESASO’s history: The new 
ESASO Training Centre (ETC) in Lu-
gano was inaugurated on 28 October 
in an impressing ceremony. Thus it is 
no wonder that we dedicate the lead 
article of this newsletter to this cutting-
edge innovative educational facility of 
which we all are extremely proud of.

Further articles cover issues such as 
upcoming or already held ESASO Aca-
demies and Modules as well as ESASO 
Day and Lugano Retina Forum, which 
we will introduce as novel educational 
concepts and formats.

We all from ESASO wish you a Merry 
Christmas, a Happy New Year and 
hope you will enjoy relaxing and fulfil-
ling holidays.

Yours amicably,

Giuseppe Guarnaccia, MD
ESASO Global Executive Director
Lugano, Switzerland

Season's Greetings &
Happy New Year 2017



17th ESASO Retina Academy 2017
29 June – 1 July 2017, Berlin, Germany

This summer, ESASO looks forward to welcoming its delegates to Berlin for the 17th ESASO 
Retina Academy, from Friday 30 June to Saturday 1 July 2017. The venue will be the dbb 
forum, ideally situated in the Government district within easy reach of historic landmarks 
such as the Brandenburg Gate and the Reichstag Building, whilst remaining convenient for 
travel connections.

Delivered by an internationally renowned faculty, the scientific programme will include a 
range of educational formats, including plenary sessions, medical and surgical masterclasses 
and vitreoretinal surgery sessions, case studies, debates, poster presentations, industry 
sessions and imaging workshops. A wide variety of topics covering the newest develop-
ments in medical and surgical retina, retinal pathologies, treatment and management,  
monitoring and imaging, plus much more, will ensure that the participants knowledge is 
kept up to date and all educational needs are met.

The best abstracts and case studies will be presented by the authors during the congress 
and discussed with an international expert panel. ESASO would encourage you to take the 
opportunity to submit your work for an active exchange with the faculty, your peers and 
ultimately a much wider audience upon subsequent publication in Ophthalmic Research.
Submission deadline is 10 February 2017. www.esaso.org/17th-esaso-retina-academy-2017/

A live stream is planned for 
those colleagues that cannot 
attend!

Congress President

Francesco 
Bandello, MD,
Italy
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Adrian Koh, MD, Executive Director ESASO 
Asia, sits in his office in Singapore and 
reflects on the past week in Vietnam. For 
the first time, ESASO Asia has conducted 
a four-day-course in medical and surgical 
retina in Vietnam. The fully booked course 
in Hanoi attracted over 50 young ophthal-
mologists, most of whom were Vietnamese. 
The other participants originated from In-
donesia, Malaysia, Thailand, and Lebanon. 

Themes and topics covered included ma-
nagement of infectious and non-infectious 
uveitis, interpretation of OCT and OCT 
angiography, evidence-based treatment of 
diabetic macular oedema, diabetic retino-
pathy, age-related macular degeneration, 
polypoidal choroidal vasculopathy, en-
dophthalmitis, posterior segment ocular 
trauma, retinal detachment, macular hole 

surgery and techniques and complications 
of retinal surgery.

Some of the most inspiring ophthalmolo-
gists in practice today came to Hanoi. The 
faculty members travelled from Australia, 
Italy, Hong Kong, Singapore, Vietnam, and 
the US to be there and share their know-
ledge with their young colleagues. 

The response from them was unsurprisingly 
excellent. “Most of them would attend the 
next course and recommend that their colle-
agues should attend future ESASO courses 
and modules in Vietnam and other Asian 
countries,” says a satisfied Adrian Koh. 

ESASO Asia 2017

Glaucoma
30.03 – 02.04.17, Singapore

Uveitis 
18 – 21.05.17, Singapore

Medical and Surgical Retina 
24 – 27.08.17, Singapore

Medical and Surgical Retina 
25 – 28.11.17, Beijing

Faculty and participants of the course in 
Hanoi

ESASO Asia: Retina 
Course in Hanoi



The Lugano Retina Forum is a new ESASO 
meeting format. Anniken Burés (Instituto 
de Microcirugía Ocular) is one of the co-
organizers. She explains the concept and 
procedure in the following interview. 

What is a Lugano Retina Forum?
Lugano Retina Forum is an intense one-day 
interactive gathering with leading specia-
lists discussing recent advances and contro- 
versies of specific retinal pathology issues.

What is particularly new with the format? 
Unlike the retina modules that address  
the general pathology, each Forum will con- 
centrate on a specific pathological issue only.

Where and when will Forums take place?
The venue is the ESASO Training Center 
in Lugano because it offers outstanding 

facilities and audiovisual equipment. We 
will hold two courses during next year, and 
possibly four courses in 2018. 

What are the scientific highlights of the 
first two courses next year?
The first Forum will focus on intraocular 
steroids in retinal pathology and the second 
will concentrate on advances in diabetic 
macular edema.
 
How are themes determined? 
The first themes were determined by myself 
as coordinator, the chairs Franceso Bandello 
and Borja Corcostegui, as well as the Global 
Executive Director Giuseppe Guarnaccia. 
For further meetings, we are open to sug-
gestions.
  
Who should attend the event? How can 
participants register?
The meeting is open to all ophthalmo-
logists. The registration will take place 
through the ESASO web site.

Will the event be accredited by UEMS/
EACCME ?
We are still discussing it, as we want to 
grant as much recognition to the partici-
pants as possible.

Might the format evolve over time?
We need to evolve continuously to adapt to 
people’s interests and to all the advances in 
ophthalmology. 
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The ESASO Anterior Segment Academy is a world-class forum on the diagnosis and treat-
ment of anterior segment diseases. From Friday 21 to Saturday 22 April next year, the 
Instituto de Microcirugía Ocular (IMO) is delighted to host the 2017 Academy. Located 
in Barcelona, Spain, the IMO is a leading ophthalmological institution boasting state-of-
the-art facilities and audio-visual equipment. The focus of next year’s Academy is on the 
science, diagnosis, and management of dry eye disease and selective corneal surgery.

Internationally renowned specialists in corneal and ocular surface surgery and dry eye ma-
nagement will share their knowledge and discuss the latest scientific developments and 
technical advances in corneal and ocular surface surgery. Long focused lectures will provide 
in-depth insight into a range of topics including the management of the ocular surface be-
fore and after the implantation of high technology IOLs, anterior lamellar surgery utilising 
the latest laser technology, posterior lamellar surgery, and future approaches for epithelial 
and endothelial culturing and stimulation. In addition, delegates will have the opportunity 
to gain hands-on experience in focused wet labs, and interact with the expert panel in ‘near-
live’ surgery sessions and case presentation sessions – with several cases presented in 3D! 
Join us in Barcelona, during the nicest season with its St. George Day, a festival of roses and 
books! www.esaso.org/3rd-anterior-segment-academy-2017/meeting-homepage/ 

3rd ESASO Anterior Segment Academy
21 – 22 April 2017, Barcelona, Spain

José 
Güell, MD,
Spain

Paolo 
Vinciguerra, MD, 
Italy

Congress Presidents

Anniken 
Burés, MD,
Spain

Borja 
Corcóstegui, MD, 
Spain

Lugano Retina 
Forum



Alquathani concludes: “ESASO Day will be 
a scientific pearl taking place in a beautiful 
city visited by millions every year. It will be 
an experience not to be missed.”
 
http://rsos-jeddah.com/images/prog/
Program-Day-2.pdf
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Oculoplastic Surgery
23 – 26.01.17, La Valletta

Surgical Retina 
06 – 10.02.17, Lugano

Medical Retina 
20 – 24.02.17, Rome

Basic Surgical Retina 
20 – 24.03.17, Lugano

Surgical Retina 
29.05 – 02.06.17, Lugano

Medical Retina 
05 – 09.06.17, Lugano

Cornea and Corneal
Refractive Surgery
04 – 08.09.17, Lugano 

Glaucoma 
18 – 22.09.17, Lugano

Cataract and Intraocular  
Refractive Surgery
23 – 27.10.17, Lugano 

Cataract and Intraocular
Refractive Surgery
20 – 24.11.17, Lugano 

ESASO Educational
Programme 2017

ESASO Simulator-
Training 2017

The training with Simulators enable 
young ophthalmologists to acquire 
expertise and hands-on experience in  
vitreoretinal surgery. 

Tailored vitreoretinal surgeon 
assited step by step trainings.

NEW
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ESASO Retina Module in Kuwait

ESASO Day 2017 in Jeddah, KSA

In May this year, Giuseppe Guarnaccia met 
his former Graduate and Fellow, Abdulla 
Alquathani, now vitreoretinal surgeon at 
King Saud bin Abdulaziz University in Sau-
di Arabia. At this meeting, the idea was born 
to organize an intensive one-day course on 
surgical and medical retina, to share the in-
valuable experience that Alquathani gained 
during his ESASO training.
 
The first ESASO Day will be hosted on 5th 
January 2017 during the Red Sea Ophthal-
mology Symposium in Jeddah, a meeting 
welcoming around 2,000 ophthalmologists 
from around the world. Top international 
faculty will share learning and expertise to 
improve the clinical and surgical practice 
of specialists in ophthalmology.

From 3 to 7 December 2016, ESASO was 
active in Kuwait City! Together with the 
Kuwait Specialized Eye Centre (KSEC), 
they hosted the 10th ESASO Medical & 
Surgical Retina Module. 

An impressive wet lab of 10 stations, each 
equipped with a vitrectomy machine, was 
built so that participants could gain practical 
hands-on experience on various ophthal-
mic conditions. The interactive format led 
to an active exchange between all partici-
pants. Particularly lively was an animated 
debate session on ‘Face down position for 
Macular Hole’. 

In class, important retinal subspecialties 
were covered, such as basic and advanced vit-
rectomy techniques and innovations, mul-
tifaced presentation of wet AMD and CNV 
classification, retinal detachment, ocular 
trauma, macular edema, as well as manage- 
ment of neovascular AMD. 

The first-class faculty from Canada, Egypt, 
Hong Kong, Italy, Kuwait, Poland, and the 
USA delivered excellent insights to the 
more than 40 ophthalmologists that origi-
nated from Kuwait, other Gulf Cooperation 
Council or Arab countries and Europe.

Khalid Al Sabti, CEO of the KSEC, reflec-
ted on his experience: “Although it was a 
lot of work, it makes me proud to deliver 
such an outstanding learning environment 
to my colleagues for the benefit of exchange 
and common advancement. I think I’ll do 
it again!”

Abdullah
Alquathani, MD,
Saudi Arabia

Khalid 
Al Sabti, MD,
Kuwait


